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Clanmore Middle School 
Parent Handbook 
Welcome to Middle School at Clanmore Montessori School. We are excited to 
offer you this parent handbook as a useful tool for you to refer to with your Middle 
School student as needed throughout his/her time here at Clanmore.
As students move from Upper Elementary to the Middle School, they are 
entering into a very important time in their lives, adolescence. In Montessori 
terminology, they are entering the third plane of development, a time of great 
personal change and development during which the young person engages in 
deep learning, social growth and a development of personal awareness. They 
are emerging adults and require a different environment in which to develop their 
understanding of themselves, their social group and the society around them.
The Middle School at Clanmore Montessori School was designed to ensure 
that adolescents receive an education that is appropriate and meaningful for 
this particular stage of development. The curriculum is delivered through a 
Montessori approach to learning that is focused on the specific developmental 
needs of this age cohort and is individualized, integrated and hands-on in nature.
Our days include intense study within and outside of the school, learning from 
others in the environment around us, studying real-life issues, discovering 
real- life solutions and serving and caring for our friends and neighbours. 
Through a hands-on approach, our curriculum meets and exceeds Ontario 
Ministry requirements for grades 7 & 8, and engages students in an exciting and 
meaningful approach to learning.
Thank you for trusting us to provide your son or daughter with an exceptional 
middle school experience. We look forward to watching and guiding his/her 
growth throughout these next two years.
Sincerely,

Kristina Wright & Kate Barrack
Middle School Core Staff



Key Middle School Dates 2016 - 2017
● First Day of School, Term 1: September 7. 2016

● Middle School Packing Day: September 7, 2016

● Odyssey Trip: September 8 – 15, 2016

● Welcome Coffee Morning: September 16, 2016

● Middle School Program Overview: September 22, 2016, 7pm.

● Whole-School Silent Journey & Discovery of Materials:  
September 30 & October 1, 2016

● Picture Day (formal Clanmore uniform to be worn): October 4 & 5, 2016

● Parent-Teacher Conference (students are not in attendance for the 
conference): October 17, 2016

● Family Pumpkin Carving: October 30, 2016

● Last Day of School, Term 1: December 21, 2016

● Return to School, Term 2: January 10, 2017

● Parent-Student-Teacher Conference (Student led):  
January 23 & June 5,  2017

● Last Day of School, Term 2: March 10, 2017

● Return to School, Term 3: March 28, 2017

● Elementary Celebration: May 18, 2017  
(Middle School students are guest speakers at this event.)

● Last Day of School, Term 3: June 14, 2017

● Middle School Graduation: June 14, 2017

● Clanmore Family Picnic: June 15, 2017

● Private School Athletic Association (PSAA) Events –  
please see Clanmore Calendar

* See Clanmore Calendar for P.D. Days & School Closings due to Conferences.



Communication between the School and Home 
At Clanmore, communication between the school and home is of the utmost 
importance and it is our intention to ensure that clear and helpful communication 
is maintained throughout the school year.
Formal Middle School conferences happen three times per year. Where there 
is need to speak with the student and parent beyond these three opportunities, 
Middle School core staff will contact you directly.
Clanmore Middle School staff can be accessed by email or phone throughout 
the school day from 8:15 am until 5 pm. Both core teachers are happy to discuss 
issues or concerns with you but please recognize that it may take 24 hours to 
return your phone call or email given their busy teaching schedule.
In addition to these formal opportunities for communication, information is shared 
informally through school blogs, calendars, social media and Middle School 
monthly updates. Please make sure to check your email regularly for updated 
information. Also check in with your son or daughter for information that may 
have been sent home with them, or that which may be recorded in their agenda.
If you have changed your email, phone number or address, please inform the 
school as soon as possible so that we can ensure that you receive necessary 
information.

Attendance
In order that each student and the entire adolescent community benefit, we ask
that students and parents make every effort to ensure regular attendance with 
minimal absences throughout the year. We understand the need for occasional 
absences (e.g., sickness, death in the family); however, we ask that you make 
every effort to minimize absences that could otherwise be avoided. Please make 
sure that your vacation and travel plans work around our school schedule so that 
students can take part in the Middle School program that has been designed 
specifically for them. Absences from school not only set your own student
back, but because we are a community working and learning together, his/her 
classmates are also held back or left to fill in when someone is absent. When 
an absence is absolutely necessary, please ensure at least one of the Middle 
School’s core staff are notified (in advance if possible).



Arrival and Dismissal
It is absolutely necessary that students arrive on time each day. Morning meeting 
starts promptly at 8:20 am so it is advised that students arrive no later than 8:10 
am to ensure that they are prepared for the day. We realize that there are valid 
reasons for occasional late arrival; however, where late arrival occurs often for 
a student, Middle School staff will be in contact with parents to ensure this is 
remedied.
Dismissal occurs at 4 pm each day. Students have daily chores to complete and 
this can sometimes mean that students will not be ready to leave until after 4 
pm. Additionally, on days when students will be working and /or studying outside 
of the school, students may arrive back to the school after 4 pm. Parents will be 
advised of this prior to; however, we know that many of our students are involved 
in after school activities that require them to leave promptly at 4 pm. Parents, 
please discuss the importance of your students completing their jobs on time 
so that they can leave on time. Students will not be dismissed if they have not 
completed their daily chores.

Advisor System
The Middle School is divided into two different groups for advisory sessions. 
Each student is assigned an advisor from the core staff of the Middle School. 
The advisor helps each student look at his/her work from a broad perspective 
and helps the student develop important skills such as time management and 
organization. Advisor groups meet three to four times a week, usually at the end 
of the day and advisors routinely check in with each of their advisees.

Agendas
At the beginning of each year, Middle School students will receive an agenda 
thatthey can use to plan their time, record their homework assignments and 
ensure that their work is being completed on time. All due dates, events and 
reminders are to be recorded in their agendas. Students are expected to have 
their agenda with them for all meetings, classes and lessons and to take it home 
with them each evening. Students are to review their agendas with their parents 
on a regular basis, at least once a week.

Homework
Homework is a reality of middle school life and it is important that students learn 
to effectively plan for and complete their homework regularly. There will be tests 
to be studied for, reports to complete and reading to accomplish. The amount of 
homework that a student brings home depends on his or her ability to complete 
his/her work during the school day and to plan ahead for upcoming assignments 
or tests. The agenda is a key tool for this purpose. Additionally, there is time 
allotted throughout most days that allow for students to complete their work so 
that they can minimize homework (e.g., lunch time, independent work periods, 
after school). Where you notice that your son or daughter is struggling with the 
homework please let the Middle School core staff know so that a plan of action 
can be developed to ensure that the student can find success in completing his/ 
her work.



Attire
The Middle School is a place where students can wear their choice of clothing 
unless formal engagements or presentations require formal attire. Students are 
to wear their Clanmore formal Number 1’s on such occasions and notification will 
go home when this is necessary.
On all other days, Middle School students should arrive wearing presentable 
attire that is appropriate for a learning environment. For example, clothing should 
not display offensive comments or pictures, should fit properly and should not be 
damaged so as to limit the student’s activity in the classroom. Parents, please 
offer gentle guidance to your students as they consider what is appropriate to 
wear to school each day. If a student arrives in clothes that are inappropriate, 
they will be offered clothes from the lost and found bin or will be asked to go 
home to change.
There will be days when students require specific outdoor or fitness gear to 
participate in Middle School study or activities (e.g., rain boots, rain jackets, 
running clothes, etc.). Prior notice will be provided in such instances.

Computers
At the beginning of year seven, all students will be provided with an  
@clanmore.ca Google account. This will give them access to a variety of Google 
apps, most notably Documents, Spreadsheet and Presentation. These accounts, 
and therefore much of the students’ work can be accessed from any computer, 
tablet or smartphone that has Internet access. At school, students will be able to 
access their account from one of the Google Chrome books that are available in 
class. The classroom also has a MacBook Pro that offers the Apple suite of apps.
Students are not to bring personal computers to school. Exceptions may be 
made where a student requires his/her personal computer to access assistive 
technology for specific learning needs.
Middle School staff recognizes the need for computers as tools in the educational 
process, but are also keenly aware that computers present safety concerns
and can cause distractions. Staff will work with students, on an ongoing basis, 
to ensure that they develop a healthy understanding of computers as an 
educational tool to be used in a safe and effective manner.

Phones & Personal Electronics
Cell phones, iPods, mp3 players, and other personal electronics are not to be 
used on school property. If a student needs to contact his/her parent or family 
member throughout the day, a school telephone is available for his/her use. If 
these electronic items are brought to school, upon arrival, they must be turned off 
and placed in the “electronics” basket, and retrieved at the end of day dismissal.



Student Conduct
Learning to live and work with others is a growth area for Middle School 
students throughout the two years that they attend the program. Students will 
find successes and they will make mistakes with one another as they negotiate 
adolescent relationships. The Middle School staff help students work through 
these challenging times by helping the group set Middle School norms for student 
conduct together. Where conflict happens, staff and students work together to 
find an agreed upon solution for all involved.
As is the case throughout Clanmore, The Restitution Program (Diane Gossen), 
continues to be a cornerstone in the Middle School. Truth, respect, and safety 
are emphasized throughout. Students continue to learn to negotiate their need 
for belonging, power, fun and freedom in a learning environment that respects 
individual beliefs and motivations with the ultimate goal of peace for all.
Where student conduct or conflict moves beyond what can be addressed through 
these processes, Middle School staff will contact parents to meet and discuss.

Conferences & Progress Reports
Throughout the year, there will be three formal meetings at which the students, 
parent(s), and teachers will meet to discuss the student’s progress. The first of 
these meetings will be led by the teacher with parents in attendance, and the 
second two are student-led conferences in which the students are provided 
an opportunity to present their work and their reflections on how they have 
progressed as well as a plan for future work. Additionally, two written reports will 
go home, one at the end of Term 1 and another at the end of Term 3. Where a 
particular issue arises that requires address outside of these meetings, parents 
and students are asked to request meetings with a student’s advisor.

Observations
All Clanmore parents are welcome to observe the Middle School at any time 
throughout the year. Please contact the Middle School core teachers to arrange 
an observation.
Middle School parents are also welcome to join the students for a Friday student- 
catered lunch meeting. Please provide the Middle School core staff with a few 
days notice of your interest in attending a Middle School Friday lunch.

Learning Needs
All students learn differently, but there are some students who have specific learning 
needs that require accommodations to help them be successful in the classroom. 
Clanmore has a process for developing a Personal Education Plan (PEP), for 
students who have identified learning needs. It is important that the school, the 
student and the family work together to create this plan, based on professional 
reports, to ensure the student is supported in the most appropriate way.
Sometimes learning differences are not apparent until the middle school years, 
a period of time when there is an increase in the amount of academic output 
required of students. Where Middle School staff has concerns about the learning 
needs of a student, parents will be asked to meet to discuss next steps to support 
the student at school.



Daily Routines
Snack & Lunch
Snack is provided each day for Middle School students. On a rotational basis, 
several students are responsible for completing any necessary prep work, setting 
out the snack in the classrooms for their fellow students and cleaning up at the 
end of the day.
Students in the Middle School are offered pizza/sub lunch on Mondays but have 
the option of bringing their own lunch that day should they choose to. With an 
interest in encouraging co-operative work and independence, Tuesday through 
Friday, students prepare and eat lunch together as a community. All students 
complete the Ontario Food Handling Certification course upon entry to the Middle 
School. On a rotational basis, a group of students is responsible for planning 
a nutritious meal, having it approved by a teacher and the Food Manager, 
budgeting and shopping for the meal and preparing it for their classmates. They 
are also responsible for clean up. In preparation for this part of the program, a 
Middle School teacher will show all students how to travel safely to the Sobeys 
grocery store, located at 511 Maple Grove Dr., using local transit (Bus #11).
In subsequent weeks, the cooking group will travel to Sobeys without adult 
supervision. Students who are not cooking that day are responsible for setting 
and clearing the tables.
Students are responsible for tidying up after lunch, held in the main room of the 
Middle School. When weather permits, students are welcome to enjoy their lunch 
outside at the picnic table or on the grass.
Clanmore does not bring peanuts or tree nuts and/or foods that may contain 
peanuts or tree nuts into the school.  Where a student has a nut or other food 
allergy, parents are asked to ensure that this is identified on the student’s current 
medical form and that if necessary, Epi-pens or other allergy related medications 
are on hand in case of emergency as per the Clanmore anaphylaxis policy. Food 
items that are brought to school must be free of tree nuts and/or peanuts in any 
form. Please read labels to ensure that items delivered to school do not contain 
tree nuts or peanuts.

Care of the Middle School Environment
Throughout the day and week, students are expected to participate in chores that 
benefit the Middle School environment and community. Students are asked to 
sign up for a chore at the beginning of each week and complete that chore each 
day for the entire week.  Students rotate the chore that they are responsible for 
and the partner with whom they complete the chore each week. Chores include, 
but are not limited to:

▪ Garbage, compost & recycling
▪ Cleaning & keeping one or more of the classrooms tidy
▪ Preparing food (snack or lunch)
▪ Garden care & watering
▪ Acting as class meeting moderator
▪ Caring for the class pet



Recess
Middle school students are provided recess time each day. Students are not 
directly supervised throughout this time, although one of the Middle School staff 
is always in the building and can be accessed if needed. At the beginning of 
the year, the class meets to determine agreed upon areas that the students can 
be throughout their recess time. The yard and the rolling hill to the East of the 
school are common places for Middle School recess. Places further afield require 
permission from a teacher and in such cases, it is absolutely mandatory that 
students be accompanied by another Middle School student.

Illness
Please see the Clanmore Montessori School Calendar and Handbook for the 
school Health Policy and Periods of Exclusion.

Lost and Found
To avoid lost items, please ensure that your son or daughter labels all of his/
her clothing, personal and school–related items. In the instance that they lose 
something, a lost and found box is located inside the door of the Art room. Please 
remind them to check this box often.

School Closings
In the event of inclement weather, Clanmore will be closed if Halton Schools are 
closed. For all other closures, you will be notified by email.

Volunteering
Throughout the time that your son or daughter has attended Clanmore, you may 
have offered many enjoyable hours as a volunteer. Parent volunteer opportunities 
are less available in the Middle School for a particular reason. Dr. Montessori 
believed that adolescents need sufficient time away from their families in order
to explore and develop an independent sense of self. A parent in the classroom 
can be somewhat challenging to negotiate for the middle school student. The 
Middle School staff will call on parents when absolutely necessary, but the 
emphasis in the Middle School will be on utilizing adults who are other than 
parents with current students in the program.
This doesn’t limit your ability to volunteer at the school. School programs (e.g. 
Listening to Reading, etc.), as well as the Parent Association offer unending
ways to be involved. Please plan to take part in these whole-school opportunities 
alongside your son or daughter.



Suggested Reading for Parents & Caregivers
Montessori Resources on Adolescence:
Ewert-Krocker, Laurie, “The Adolescent: Taking on the Task of Humanity –
Conducting the Dialogue Between Nature and Supranature”
http://www.montessori-namta.org/PDF/theadolescentandnature.pdf
Ewert-Krocker, Laurie, “Occupations Projects, the Micro-Economy, and Student
Managers: Meeting the Needs of Adolescents”
http://www.montessori-namta.org/PDF/ewert-krockeroccupations.pdf
Montessori, Maria, “From Childhood to Adolescence: Including Erdkinder and 
The Functions of the University” (specifically refer to the Appendices for Dr. 
Montessori’s thoughts on educating the Adolescent. http://www.amazon.com/
From-Childhood-Adolescence-University-Montessori/ dp/1851091858
Montessori, Maria, “Education and Peace”
http://www.amazon.com/Education-And-Peace-Clio-Montessori/dp/1851091688/
ref=pd_
Csikszentmihalyi, Mihaylyi, “Flow: The Psychology of Optimal Experience” 
http://www.amazon.com/Flow-Psychology-Experience-Perennial-Classics/ 
dp/0061339202/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1442506631&sr=1-
1&keywords=Flow

Books on Adolescence:
Allen, J, and C. Worrell Allen, “Escaping the Endless Adolescence: How We Can
Help our Teenagers Grow Up Before they Grow Old” http://www.amazon.ca/
Escaping-Endless-Adolescence-Teenagers-Before/ dp/0345507894
Siegel, Daniel J., Brainstorm: “The Power and Purpose of the Teenage 
Brain” http://www.amazon.ca/Brainstorm-Power-Purpose-Teenage-Brain/ 
dp/1491513365

Articles and other resources on Adolescence: 
Friedman, Richard A., “Why Teenagers Act Crazy” http://www.nytimes.
com/2014/06/29/opinion/sunday/why-teenagers-act-crazy. html?_r=0
PBS, “Inside the Teenage Brain”
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/teenbrain/
Senior, J., “The Collateral Damage of a Teenager: What adolescence does to 
adolescents is nowhere near as brutal as what it does to their parents” http://
nymag.com/news/features/adolescence-2014-1/



Middle School Staff Bios
Kristina Wright, BA, TMI, AMI  (Middle School Guide)
Kristina grew up in Simcoe, Ontario.  She attended Carleton University in Ottawa 
where she attained her Bachelor of Arts Degree in Psychology. Upon graduating 
she taught English for three years in South Korea.  She completed her Primary 
and Elementary Montessori Diploma in 2000 and taught Lower Elementary for 
nine years.  In 2009 she completed the Montessori Orientation to Adolescent 
Studies in Cleveland, Ohio and has been teaching in an Adolescent Program 
since.  She was also the Supervisor of the Elementary program at her last 
school.  She now resides in Oakville with her husband and two daughters, both 
of whom attend Clanmore.

Kate Barrack, BA, M.Ed., AMI  (Middle School Guide)
Kate grew up in Houston, Texas and began her education at Pines Montessori 
School.  She received her B.A. in literature from the University of Houston 
at Clear Lake and immediately joined a local school as an 8th grade English 
teacher for seven years.  During this time, she met and married her Canadian 
husband and began her move to Toronto.  Since 2012, Kate has completed the 
AMI primary diploma from Houston Montessori Institute, the AMI Adolescent 
Orientation in Australia and her M.Ed in Montessori through Loyola University. 
She has worked in both Montessori Primary and Elementary environments but 
specializes with adolescents.

Elaine Kerr-Morgan, Art Dip.,  
Textile Design & Craftsman Dip. (Art)
Elaine was born in Sarnia, Ontario.  Her life passion has always been the 
creative process.  She studied fine art at Lambton College and then at Sheridan 
College’s School of Craft and Design.   She has taught art and craft for over 30 
years in various settings, the past 21 in Montessori environments. Elaine longed 
for quality and diverse art programs as a child, so now endeavours to give that 
gift to the children she teaches today.  Most recently Elaine joined the Casa staff 
as an assistant. She has assumed responsibility for developing and presenting 
an art programme to the children of the Casa classes, as well as the Elementary 
and Middle School children.

Viviane Nadon, BA, B.Ed. (A.I.M. French)
Viviane was born in Montreal and grew up in Quebec City, Quebec. She received 
her Bachelor of Arts Degree in Sociology, Psychology and Public Relations 
from Laval University, Quebec. Upon graduating, she moved to Banff, Alberta 
and taught French to adults for three years. She then, went on to complete a 
Bachelor of Education from Medaille College, Buffalo, New York. Viviane studied 
the AIM method of teaching French as a second language and has taught all 
levels of Elementary School. She has taught at a French Immersion School, 
private school and in Montessori schools for 12 years. Viviane is married and 
enjoys fitness classes, biking and travel.



Kate Quigley, M.A., B.M., Applied Music Diploma (Music) 
Kate inspires children to express themselves through music. Voted “Music 
Teacher of the Year” Elementary School and Independent School at the Hamilton 
Music Awards in 2015, Kate holds both Master of Arts and Bachelor of Music 
Degrees from McMaster University and an Applied Music Diploma from Mohawk 
College. Kate has over 20 years of experience teaching music, including private 
lessons, group classes, school field trips and workshops, as well as starting the 
first Yamaha Music School in Hamilton at the Hamilton Conservatory for the Arts 
in 2003. Kate has been teaching at Dundas Valley Montessori School since 2010 
and joined the Clanmore Montessori community in 2015.

John dePass (Physical Education/Expression)
John dePass was born in Kingston Jamaica, and grew up in Binbrook Ontario. 
John has been a life-long athlete starting with soccer at age 6, and moving 
through provincial and national level athletics in soccer, football, track and 
field, tennis and racquetball.  He was an international level bodybuilder for 15 
years and now practices yoga, meditation and teaches fitness and wellness 
in the Halton Region.  John studied Kinesiology and Psychology at McMaster 
University, and has been a professional fitness consultant for 25 years. He is 
married and has three children, 2 of whom are provincial level gymnasts. We 
are happy to have John on staff with us at Clanmore as our Physical Education 
Teacher and Athletic Coach for the Middle School and Upper Elementary 
students.

Grace Kidney, AMI – Elementary Program Co-ordinator
(Restitution Program)
Grace was born in Dublin, Ireland.  She attended Holy Child Convent and 
graduated from the AMI Montessori Teacher Training College, Sion Hill in 
1975 (Primary level 3-6 years of age, Elementary level 6-9 years of age, and 
Benincasa Diploma – education for children with special needs).  Grace has 
training in teaching Speech and Drama and Early childhood and Kodaly Music for 
Elementary children.  She has travelled and worked in Asia, Europe, and North 
America.  Grace is a past President of the Canadian Association of Montessori 
Teachers, has presented at the annual Teachers’ Conference in Toronto and is 
currently a surveyor for the CCMA Montessori schools accreditation programme. 
Grace is married and the mother of one daughter, a graduate of Clanmore.
Grace is a founder and owner of Clanmore Montessori School.







www.clanmore.ca

 Our Blog Facebook Twitter Pinterest Instagram
 The Clanmore Voice Clanmore Montessori @clanmoreMontess Clanmore Montessori Clanmore


